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When@ending an oldggety, it can be hdrio mairdin its irggriyy butDiana Mackleas manasgl
to do @actly thé— na only one butwice, designing muchtioe furnitre along theay as &l

HEN DianaM ackie f irs t took up residence on
Skye it was in a tr aditional, cosy butr ather
humble crof thouse. F our teen years on, said
crof thouse has e volved intoasmalls teading
with s tunning architec tur al features and a larg ely
contempor ary interior tha tbeliesitstr aditional e xterior .
However, before Diana embark ed on her own proper ty,
her appe tite was whe tted working on someone else 's. With
a degree in interior design, which also included a module
in furniture design, Diana was well placed to tak e on the
refurbishment of the renowned T hree Chimne ys, one of her
neighbours on theisland. |  twas a projec t she thoroughly
enjoyed. “H aving been in volved with T he Three
Chimne ys and ha ving tha t excitement of the challeng e of
blending old and ne w made me want the thrill of doing it
for m yself,” she says.
Diana s tar ted gr adually and, as her career as a success -
fullandscape ar tisthas flourished, so has the proper  ty. With

the suppor tofH ighlands & | slands Enterprise, local builder
Angus Nicolson and Glasg ow-based architec t William
Paterson, the f irst extension took place in 2000, when she
added aworking s tudio, ba throom, double-height sit  ting-
room and mezzanine bedroom. T his was soon followed by
an of fice extensiontak enfromthef irstfloor of the bedroom
and ele vated into the side of the hilla  tthe back of the house.
For a while this was all the space she required — until f ive
years ago when she me therpar tner, Alan C leobur y-Jones.

Thepairclick edonanemotionalandar tisticle vel,and when
he chose to give up his job in Edinburgh as a peripa tetic
percussionteachertoworkonaf ilmput tingDiana’ s paintings
to music, more room was requireda  ttheinn.

Initially , the couple wanted to build a separ ate
proper ty but planning issues couldn 't be overcome and the
ideawas shelved. Dianae xplains:“ Justas | was beginning
to panic as to how | was g oing to accommoda te Alan, his
workspace and a much-needed galler y for m yself, my

neighbours Ca thy and N eil M acleod stepped in. W ith
incredible g enerosit y the y gif ted us enough of theirf ieldat
our boundar y to allow us to e xtend the e xisting crof t
house.”

The extension added a comple tely ne wwingtothe prop -
erty, mirroring the f irst extension and turning the crof t
house into a C-shaped s teading . Along withane w kitchen
(the old one now being dedica ted to a dining room), a
purpose-built galler y for Diana with a mezzanine of  fice and
workspace above for Alan, the couple also added a self-
contained self-ca tering proper ty. With a separ ate porched
access at the side of the galler y, Number T en, asithas been
named, of fers a luxurious g etaway fort wo.

“Asithasturned out,e xtending has beenagrea tsolution, ”
says Diana. “ Alan and | work a t opposite ends of the
building and we can 't hear one another , which is handy if
he’s thr ashing around on a drum kit. And, from an inter -
nal design sense, it s really e xciting as you ha ve this ,
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amazing long vie w through the house. Y oucan standin

the galler y and see right through to the working s tudio a tthe
otherend. ”
Of course, Diana already kne  w this would be the case. “I' m

frantic aboutde tail, " she admits. “Be fore the builds tar ted the
interior was designed, as | had used templa  tes on the plans to
work out where e verythingwould g o. | had furniture criteria
thathadtof itorbe adaptedtof itandlreloca tedthetempla tes
until e verything slot tedin.”

The galler y has been k ept simple to provide aback droptha t
doesn’t compe te with Diana’ s work. T he new kitchen has
retaineditstr aditional feel but with a modern slant. T here are
no wall units, and s tainless s teel r acks and hooks provide

“You cantand in the gllery
and see right tbugh to the
wolking sudio d the other end’

hanging s tor age. Diana sourced a small number of purpose-
built units from H owden’s and complemented them with a
larg e, free-standing ¢ upboard she designed and had made.

“I'nNumber T en, my aimwas to crea te a space of conceptual
luxur yfort wo people, " says Diana.“ Thefirstconsider ationwas
the enormous window looking out to sea and then e xploringtha t
space and luxuria ting in it with high ceilings. | chose to k eepthe
rough ma terials e xposed as in the bedroom, where the sophis -
tica ted black glass chandelier is juxtaposed with the slightly unf in-
ished look of the buildingma  terials.

“For furniture, | used a wonder  ful compan y in U ig called
TouchW ood tha t helps people learn carpentr  y and joiner y skills

Diana made thisssned glass winddrom agte slies

with rec ycled woods. | designed the furniture and the y did the
construc tion. T he whisk y barrel headboard is a piece we
made tog ether . The barrel wood is beautifully seasoned with
anatur al cur ve and | felt the ceilings were so hightha  tthe room
needed some thing bold and beautiful but simple. | also used
some spoiled hardwoods | had beengiventocrea  te a cof fee table
and a desk table for the bedroom. "

Diana crea ted the s tained glass windows with a dozen slices
of agate she came across when workingon T he Three Chim -
neys projec t.

“I"'dkeptthem knowing I’ d use them some da y andthe ywere
perfect for the s tained glass design. I’ d already plannedtha t
the bedroom had to be onaneas twall soin the morning the
rising sun coming throughthet  wo windows on either side of
the bed would projec tthese s taggering colours all around the
room.

“The walls are painted inasof temulsionsotha tthe colours
aren’t dis tor ted but when the light hits the e~ xposed timbers
ittak esonanotherdimension. Ilovepla  ying with mirrors and
illusions and I’ ve used mirrors to re flect the s tained glass as
well —the y're really additional pieces ofar  t.”

Externally , Diana has applied this same “fr  antic” a ttention
to de tail. E ven her ne w dr y stone wall, built by local garden
designer Rosie Cameron, was made to look as thoughiitis col -
lapsing . “I t’s not only the house tha t1want to look as though
it’s been here fore ver, the garden should too, ”says Diana.“ We
have to re vere the original cot tage, which was built about 100
years ago, and we could ha ve drowned it by doing too much.
However, now | feel we 've embr aced it and the house has a
lovely symme try.”.

For moe inbrmaion on Dianaork or ¢ visit Numbeeii: G470
511 95 or visit wwdiana-mackieo.uk, wwaumberd-skye co.uk
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